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sharp and lofty arches in their turns supported

by the quaint elaborate capitals of the slender
columns. The beauty of these fountains is
much increased by their golden lattices which
cast a glittering net-work on the dark water
within, and a braided shadow on the pavement
around. In this court you see amid the motley
crowd, as usual, the merchant with his wares,,
and the Turk with his pipe, or sometimes a
votary absorbed in prayer, and kneeling with
forehead to the pavement. Far above all, seen
over this cloistral arcade, rises the central dome,
and one or two of those minarets, the line of
which serves to define its curve. The cloisters
of most mosques are largely frequented by those
friendly and fearless birds which the Moslems
so reverently protect. In one of them so vast
is the number of doves, attracted thither by
the liberality of the Faithful, that when they rise
from the pavement on which, they have been
feeding, the echoes of the court are thrilled
with a soft thunder, and the air is shaken as
by a storm3 while the branches of the almonds